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ATACRNEE A

Thars 1s a definite shortage of produsticm of polyetbelenes
in the Sino~Joviet Bloc and an urgent need for the development of
*xaow-how," designs, and plant equipment., BRepeated sttempis
sre being made to obtaln these from the West. Polyethelene is of
great lmpartance at the present tiame for direct allitary uses,
wod has saxy indireet uses for military purposes. It is now the
best material available for these purposes.

Five of the Bloe countries, USSR, East Germeny, Poland,
Osechoslovekia and Rumsnia, are earrying oo active research and
development on polyethelene, A very small quantity is bedrg

in Esst Germany and pilot plant quantities are being
m&;& in Csechoslovakia; there {s nmo production in the cther
soun .
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The Soviets have expressed great interest in paiyethelene
produstion and in ovtaining technical "kmow-how" in the United
States, and have requested {or suggested) visits to Amerfcan pro-
duears of this product., Negotiations have been undertaken in
the past year with the Imperial Chemical Industry of England and
the Max Planck Institute of West Germsny for obtaining plant design
and preduction "know-how." Published stateaents in the USSR claim
that there hawa been dalays in working out a sispler method for
gmmmtmwmzmmmm plant in

1l iz conduoting experiments to set up production at

stmospheric pressure (ibls will give polyethelemes of from 7,000
o ﬁ@,ﬁfﬁs meleoulay weight).

Pulysthelene production has high priority in the planned
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results Bave gone beyond small plant production. The labaratayy
work of the VEB "Leuna® plant (Merseberg) with essure and
low-pressure polyethelene is mald to be of ¢ ble interest

15 Rusaian specialists,
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CERRRSLINAKIA QERRET

Is iz claimed in publie siatements that Csechoslovakia will
g inte tion of palysthelene by the Zeigler low-pressure
process in lats 1956, The Czechs recently requested permission
to send & delegation to visit United States plants produeing
polysthslens and polyethelene production equipment, and it is
underetood that a representative iz now in the United States
studying the packaging of materisls in plastics for shipment to
tropical areas. (This use has been developsd by the Cuarleraaster
Gorpa of the U,.3, Army with the aic of the plastics produewa.
It is decidedly s military use.)

ENARL)
Rusania requested an exchange af dﬂmﬁm and psrmission

to send a vary high~level group of chemical specialists to

ingpest American plants producing polyethelene. This was turned
doun Ny the IAC Sub-Committee on Cheaioals, Howsver, within a
short time, the same delegation from Bumsnia oame ta the Dnited
Stater under & private sponsor. At tbs present time, the delegation
is trying to visit the Amsrican plants to obtain production data
and technlgal "know-how" an polyethalene., (They sre alsc inter—
ssted in the producticn of other major and importent plasties.)
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- Poland, as vell as the above orbit oountries, has shown great
interest in plastics.
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